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Chicago Wins Face-Off With New York To Host World Premiere Of Forgotten Beethoven Composition

CHICAGO:  After lengthy debate among international music experts, Chicago will host 

the world premiere of a newly re-discovered piano trio work by Ludwig van Beethoven 

on March 1, 2009, at the Murphy Auditorium, 50 East Erie Street.

“A world premiere in Chicago performed by Chicago musicians is a cultural event 

of international significance,” reported concert pianist George Lepauw, who tracked 

down the unknown Beethoven piece after first learning of its existence in Paris, France.   

“I was led to the piece, a wonderful piano trio, by the president of the French Beethoven 

Society,” he said.

Lepauw, who will perform the piece at the March 1 premiere, revealed he had 

contacted a number of Beethoven scholars in Europe and the U.S. trying to organize a 

premiere here in Chicago.  However, he said, “American scholars involved with the 

project were eager to debut the work at Carnegie Hall in New York.”

Chicago ultimately prevailed, and Lepauw credited “the tenacity of Mr. Jean-

Baptiste de Boissière, Consul General of France in Chicago, and Mr. Wolfgang Drautz,

Consul General of the Federal Republic of Germany in Chicago for convincing all 

concerned that Chicago was the right place for this internationally important cultural 

event.”

In addition to the world premiere of the long-forgotten Beethoven Piano Trio, two 

other  Beethoven pieces will have their American premieres at this event, all performed 

by the Beethoven Project Trio, a group formed specifically for the occasion.  In addition 

to Lepauw at the piano will be Wendy Warner, cello, and Sang Mee Lee, violin. 

French television TF1 plans to send a news flash camera crew to cover the event. The 

WFMT radio network will record the music for broadcasting at a later date in the U.S. 

and abroad.

Lepauw noted that the Ira F. Brilliant Center for Beethoven Studies at San Jose 

State University is lending “original Beethoven manuscripts and a rare framed lock of the 

composer’s hair to exhibit at the event.”

The performance will begin at 6:30 p.m., Sunday, March 1, in the newly restored 

Murphy Auditorium.  For ticket information call 312-291-0291or visit 

www.BeethovenTrio.com.

